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 — By Flemming Hansen   
   

       146 teeth pulled! 545 teeth 
pulled! 2000 teeth pulled! - These are 
some of the statistics from our Dental 
Missions — hard facts that made it 
obvious to us that something had to 
be done. Every tooth we pulled, 
needed to get out, and  in most 
cases had caused the poor patient a 
great deal of pain for a prolonged 
period of time. For a long time still 
the need for emergency dentistry will 
be there , and we want to continue to 
help the poor as much as we can, but 
a big part of the answer is no doubt 
PREVENTION.      

   The BPOC (Basic Program of Oral 
Care) has proven effective in helping 
prevent caries. The program is a sim-
ple “tooth brushing program” done in 
the elementary schools and daycare 
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daycare centers and 5 elementary 
schools in Mandaue City here on the 
Island of Cebu and about 5000 chil-
dren are benefiting from this program. 
The plan is, that at the beginning of the 
next school year starting in June 2005, 
all elementary schools and daycare 
centers in Mandaue City will partake of 
the program, then involving as many 
as 40,000 kids. We are also working 
on contacting the schools in Cebu City, 
where there is another 60,000 kids or 
so. It is our hope and goal that all 
these children will grow up with an in-
creased awareness of the enormous 
benefit of proper oral care. --- Next 
step --- less sugar and better nutrition. 
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centers, where the kids brush their 
teeth once a day under the supervi-
sion of their teachers and with tooth-
paste that has a high content of 
fluoride. 
 

       WHO considers daily tooth 
brushing with fluoride as the most 
effective public health measure 
against tooth decay. Considering 
that oral diseases are the most 
common chronic diseases in the 
Philippines, the most expensive part 
of the body to treat, and that de-
cayed teeth will never be healed, 
only repair is possible, action is 
needed! Add to this, that less than 
10% of the population can afford to 
go to the private dentist, and that 
the public health system cannot 
cope with the huge treatment de-
mand, therefore …. 
 
 

“Treatment is no solution -- 
prevention is needed!” 
 

     The BPOC is developed by a 
German Dentist, Dr. Bella-Monse 
Schneider, who is working in the 
southern part of the Philippines. 
There she has been running the 
BPOC as a pilot program for several 
years, with marvellous results. In 
just 18—24 month, caries reduction 
of 40% - 55% has been achieved, 
and in areas where the tooth brush-
ing program has been extended to 
also include the children brushing 
their teeth at home before bed, car-
ies reduction of up to 70% was 
achieved. In December 2004 we 
launched the BPOC program in 6 

Flemming Hansen turning the tooth-
paste and toothbrushes over to day-
care canters in Mandaue. Here with 

Mayor Ouano, son Jovito and Elisabet. 

Distributing the toothpaste and tooth-
brushes to elementary schools in Man-

daue. Here with Dr. Florestina Gean-
jaquet(3rd left) and school officials. 
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       A kind and compassionate act is often its 
own reward. 
                                -William J. Bennett 

       The slightest word of comfort 
       To help us on our way, 
       The slightest smile from someone 
       To brighten up our day; 
       The slightest act of kindness 
       To lessen care and such- 
       All these cost so little, 
       But they mean so very much. 
         -Quoted by Francis Gay 
 
       To be a good leader, a good employer, to 
take care of people and watch over them, you 
have to have great compassion. You have to 
understand what people need and try to supply 
that. You have to feel their hurts, their pain, as 
well as their joys and happiness. You have to 
want to know these things, even if you feel it 
will break your heart to be so involved. 
       If you do care, if you are involved, they will 
know it. And because you care, they will want 
to work together with you to achieve great 
things, and you can go far together. 
       People are starved for real love. They see 
it so seldom and experience it even less. So if 
they find someone who truly cares about them, 
who truly has their best interests at heart, they 
will go very far for that person, and will give of 
their best. 
       But you can't care about people just so 
they will perform well for you. You have to care 
about them because God does. You know He 
cares about you, and doesn't that make all the 
difference in your life? So because you experi-
ence His love in your life, that makes you want 
to pass it on. 
                                    -David Brandt Berg 
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This Publication is sponsored by: 

 Being a project of The Family International , all the 
workers are volunteer Christian missionaries who have 
dedicated their lives in service for God and their fellowman. 
Each member of The Family International whether full-
time or part-time, is motivated by the Biblical belief that sin-
cere outgoing love and concern for our fellowman can pro-
vide the answers to the problems we face in our fast paced 
and complex society.  
 Please call if you want to know more about us and 
our missionary work.  

 A heartfelt thank you to all our friends who faithfully 
help us in our missionary work here in Cebu. The truth 
from the Bible of Luke 6:38 never ceases to amaze me. 
Having lived a life of service to God and my fellow man for 
more than half my life, I have seen this scripture fulfilled on 
numerous occasions. It reads: “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you: Good measure, pressed down, and shaken to-
gether, and running over shall men give into your bosom. 
For with the same measure that you mete withal, it shall be 
measured to you again.” The joy in giving comes when you 
give, not expecting anything in return—and then, as sure 
as the day comes after the night, God blesses your act of 
kindness and you find yourself richer than ever before. The 
blessings He pours on us cannot be measured by how 
much money came from it, but through the feeling of fulfill-
ment and happiness, good health and strength to over-
come the difficulties in our life—or maybe just the feeling of 
LOVE. Can there be a better reward? 

 

  
�    You can join us in our feeding programs every Sunday 
at hospitals or institutions and encourage needy kids. 
 �    You can donate funds toward purchasing food packs 
we give to poor families at Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical 
Center. 
 �    You can help a young person finish his/her education 
by donating funds to pay their fee. 
 �    You can donate funds toward our missionary work. 
 

Contact us by e-mail or the phone numbers below. 

252, 4th Street, Happy Valley Subd. V. Rama Ave., 6000 Cebu City, Philippines  
Tel.:  +63 32 255 1063/255 1973 


