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A Story of Love!

— By Elisabet Hansen

This story starts at the Cebu Im-
migrations Office. Our family is
granted missionary visas, which we
renew yearly, and because of busi-
ness related to this, Flemming and
myself were sitting in line like so
many other foreigners waiting our
turn. When you are far away from
“home” and you hear someone
speaking your own language, the
most natural thing is to strike up a
conversation.—And so | did — with
2 Norwegian gentlemen. They had
fallen in love with this country like
we had, and were telling about

their experiences.

Sharing inspiring testimonies
of what our work entails here in
Cebu caught their interest, and |
got into telling how | perform as
a clown at different hospitals and
institutions—including for chil-
dren who have been operated
for harelip.

Trygve had met a poor family
whose daughter had harelip, but
were too poor to afford the op-
eration. He asked for our help to
locate her and help her get oper-
ated. The promise was made—
yes, we would help.

Cristal and her family at the bus station in Toledo—a bit scared and
wondering if they would make it in time and get the free operation.
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In February, Operation Smile
came to Cebu, so here was the
chance to help Cristal get the op-
eration. One of our co-workers and
fellow missionary from The Family
International, Cebu, Gabriel Tan-
galin (above) was able to locate
Cristal’s relatives on the island of
Maktan, but was told that Cristal
had moved across the island to
Toledo where she lived with her
uncle and aunt.

A donation had been given by
Trygve to help locate and get
Cristal to the hospital, so 2 rela-
tives volunteered to go to Toledo
with Gabriel so that Cristal could
be brought to Vicente Sotto Medi-
cal Memoarial Center in Cebu
where the Operation Smile would



perform the operations. The regis-
tration was already underway, so
there was no time to lose. Gabriel
escorted Cristal together with her
uncle, aunt and baby plus the two
aunties who had gone with Gabriel
to Toledo to locate them, back to
the hospital in Cebu, just in time to
get registered. They made it! Eve-
ryone were exhausted, but happy.

Gabriel met Cristal and her uncle
and aunt at the hospital the day
before the scheduled operation,
brought them food and bought
needed items for the operation
which was scheduled the next
morning.

It was a tired Cristal we met after
the operation, but very brave.

Cristal was born with a cleft pallet
also, but this operation will wait un-
til the next team of surgeons come
to Cebu to perform free operations
for children with such deformities.
The team of doctors worked untir-
ingly, operating on hundreds of
children whose lives would be
changed for ever.

And Cristal was able to get this
chance because of one person who
was moved with compassion and
wanted to help!

The recovery room was filled to the brim with patients, mothers,
fathers, grandmothers, sisters — and there was space for all,
even though some slept on mats under the beds—just to be there
and offer support and assistance

A prayer of thanks to the Lord! |

The Philippines has one of the world’s highest rates of oral cleft-
ing with an estimated incidence of one in every 500 live births. An
ongoing OSI research study shows that cleft irregularities occur
with greater frequency among children with B-6 or folic acid defi-
ciencies. The finding suggests that malnutrition is a major contribut-
ing factor in cleft deformities, which would explain their prevalence
among the country’s low income group.

Reconstructive surgery takes only about 45 min. However the
cost of the procedure at around P35,000 (US$ 630) makes it pro-
hibitive and beyond the reach of ordinary rural folks and the urban
poor.
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