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           Did you know that about 97% of 
the Philippine population suffer from den-
tal caries, and that over 70% of all Filipi-
nos have never visited a dentist in their 
life? For the poor whose main concern is 
to feed and clothe their families, a visit to 
the dentist isn’t even an option, so they 
suffer, and the result is that tooth ache 
has become the most common reason 
for absence from school or work.  
     When we first came here from Den-
mark we realized the poor public health 
was the most urgent problem in the City, 
and it caused us to consider what we 
could do to help. In 2001 we had an arti-
cle published in the Danish Dental Jour-

nal, describing these problems in detail. 
We received a very good response to 
this article and through it we were able to 
enlist the cooperation of several of its 
members and the first team of dentists 
arrived in July 2002. Since then we have 
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to islands in the Visayas in the central 
Philippines. 
     To see so many children and young 
people getting their permanent teeth ex-
tracted, has been sobering to say the 
least, as these children will obviously be 
disadvantaged for life.  
     We are very  concerned about the fu-
ture of these children, and naturally inter-
ested in all the aspects of their well being. 
Our  prayer is that the effort we’re making 
through our programs will MAKE A DIF-
FERENCE and that the future of many  
children as well as their smiles will be  
brighter and happier! 

By Elisabet Hansen   
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held 5 dental Missions facilitating for 
Danish dentists to come to Cebu and 
work alongside their Philippine col-
leagues, and thousands of people, 
young and old, have been given free 
consultation and treatment. So far this 
has mostly been acute problems in the 

form of extractions, and free medicine, 
and with the help of local sponsors, the 
dental missions have been held twice a 
year. We are very grateful to our spon-
sors who have made all this possible! 
     In 2003, TUG, Tandsundhed Uden 
Grænser (Dental Care without Frontiers) 
was started in Denmark and since then, 
this association has been organizing the 
Danish dental teams who participate in 
these Missions. 
     They have been performed at bas-
ketball courts, Barangay halls, schools 
and in tents. The teams have worked 
from Danao in the north to Carcar in the 
south of Cebu Island as well as traveled 

Dr. Mette Sofie Christensen treating a 
patient in Jaclupan, Talisay,  
assisted by an employee of  

M. Lhuillier Philippines. 

Dental Mission in Alaska Mambaling, Cebu City.  
Locally working together with both Mandaue Dental A ssociation and Cebu Dental 
Society as well as the dental societies in the prov ince in our dental missions has 
proven very fruitful, and with their support ultima te success have been achieved! 
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       It's a cold day in December in New York 
City. A little boy about ten years old was stand-
ing before a shoe store on Broadway, bare-
footed, peering through the window and shiv-
ering with cold. A lady approached the boy and 
said, “My little fellow, why are you looking so 
earnestly in that window?” 
       “I was asking God to give me a pair of 
shoes,” was the boy's reply. 
       The lady took him by the hand, went into 
the store, and asked the clerk to get a half 
dozen pairs of socks for the boy. She then 
asked if he could give her a basin of warm wa-
ter and a towel. He quickly brought them to 
her. She took the little fellow to the back part of 
the store and, removing her gloves, knelt 
down, washed his little feet, and dried them 
with a towel. By this time, the clerk had re-
turned with the socks. 
       Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, she 
then purchased a pair of shoes for him, and 
tying up the remaining pairs of socks, gave 
them to him. She patted him on the head, and 
said, “No doubt, my little fellow, you feel more 
comfortable now?” 
       As she turned to go, the astonished lad 
caught her by the hand and looking into her 
face with tears in his eyes, he answered the 
question with these words: “Are you God's 
wife?” 
       -Author unknown 
 

A LITTLE STORY 
 
This is a story about 4 people named, EVERY-
BODY, NOBODY, ANYBODY & SOMEBODY. 
There was an important job to be done, and 
everybody was sure that somebody would do 
it. 
Anybody could have done it, but nobody did it. 
Somebody got angry with that because it was 
everybody’s job. 
Everybody thought that anybody could do it, 
but nobody realized that everybody wouldn’t 
do it. 
It ended up that everybody blamed somebody 
when nobody did what anybody could have 
done. 
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This Publication is sponsored by: 

 Being a project of The Family International , all the 
workers are volunteer Christian missionaries who have 
dedicated their lives in service for God and their fellowman. 
Each member of The Family International whether full-
time or part-time, is motivated by the Biblical belief that sin-
cere outgoing love and concern for our fellowman can pro-
vide the answers to the problems we face in our fast paced 
and complex society.  
 Please call if you want to know more about us and 
our missionary work.  
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 �    Our mission is supported by friends and family as well 
as companies who are interested in making this world a 
better place. You can help by monthly contributions or do-
nating your services towards one of our many projects.  
 �    At present we are zeroing in on the oral need of 
children, and are in the process of setting up a mobile 
dental team. We need your help through donations in 
money or in kind to keep this team running. 
 �    We are also working on improving our missionary base. 
We need cement, sand, hollow blocks, wood, paint, 
furniture, aircons. etc. 
 �    You can help the poor by donating food or money to 
buy food, toiletries etc. that we distribute at the pediatric 
ward at Vicente Sotto Medical Memorial Center. 
 

Contact us by e-mail or the phone numbers below. 

252, 4th Street, Happy Valley Subd., V. Rama Ave., 6000 Cebu City, Philippines   Tel.:  +63 32 255 1973  
E-mail: info@channel-of-hope.org   Read more on www.familycare.org/network/p27.htm 


