
    

     Olango Island is a small island situated out-
side Cebu and Maktan Islands in the central Phil-
ippines. Being a rocky island, the soil is shallow 
so there’s no forest—only small trees and 
bushes. When Summer hits, and there’s no rain 
for a couple of months, the shrubbery and trees 
wilt and there’s no shade from the scorching sun. 
     This causes it also to have a shortage of wa-
ter, so water is brought in from Maktan. 22.000 

people live there, most of them  
fishermen. 
     A unique attraction of the is-
land is their bird sanctuary. 
Birds immigrating from the 
north—like Japan—land on this 
island on their way to Australia 
and other southern islands be-
fore winter sets in in the north, 
and then fly back north when 
winter sets in in the south.—
And they always land on Olango 
Island. 
     Apart from that, the life on 
the island is quite ordinary, and 
people do their best to make a 
living to feed their families. 
     Barangay Caw-Oy was the 
venue chosen for the first dental 
mission there organized by 
“Channel of Hope, Cebu”. It was 
sponsored by MarineFauna Inc. 
and Lions-Club  Stut tgar t -
Fernsehturm, Germany.  



1. A few months back, a barge started sailing daily  to Olango Island, making it possible for us to 
go there with our mobile equipment. 2. The whole clinic was packed into one of the vans and  
upon arrival at 7 am, 3. both the dentists, volunteers and 4. the technicians helped getting every-
thing up and working. 5. Apart from the health personnel from the Lapulapu City government, the 
dentists also helped with the oral examination and taking down all the necessary data of each pa-
tient.  In the shade of an awning, people were patiently awaiting their turn, prepared to sit there 
the whole day if necessary to receive the free dental treatment and medicines, which they other-
wise would never be able to afford. Most had never visited a dentist, or used a tooth brush!  
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6. Inside the barangay (community) hall, we set up the restoration and prophylaxis (cleaning) equipment, 
7. and used lawn chairs for the patients to lie on. 8. Outside the patients sat on office or 9. plastic chairs 
leaning up against a wall or the dentist’s knee. Some had assistants to support the patient’s head. This 
was the extraction area.10. We majored on fillings of the molars and 11. fixing front teeth. 12. Our steril-
izing area were manned by volunteers from Channel of Hope and friends who joined with us, and it was 
a busy place. Having 12-15 dentists working, the instruments were in constant use, and had to be put 
back clean and ready for use again as soon as possible. Everyone did a fantastic job, it was fun, every-
one were in good spirits and together we treated 179 patients through the 2 days mission. 
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The volunteers in this dental mission came from many different countries and backgrounds. There 
were people from Denmark, Norway, USA, England, Canada, Germany, Italy and the Philippines— 

all working together to MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

252, 4th Street, Happy Valley Subd., V. Rama Ave., 6000 Cebu City, Philippines   
 Tel.:  +63 32 255 1973 / 255 1063         E-mail: info@channel-of-hope.org    

Read more about our projects on www.familycare.org/network/p27.htm and www.channel-of-hope.org 

 Here is a word from 
Marie Tangalin,  in charge of 
our “Nice Smile” free dental 
clinic:       
 
 

 I have been a mission-
ary for over 20 years and my 
desires besides sharing 
God’s Word is to help the 
poor in whichever way I can. 
Every time I see poor people, 
it really breaks my heart and I 
wish I could do more to help 
them. For five years now my 
husband and I have been 
working with Channel of 
Hope and we’re so thankful 

to all who have contributed to help make a difference here in Cebu.  
 
 

“TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!” -  So true! 

 

ABOUT “THE CHANNEL OF HOPE” 
 

Being a project of The Family International , all the workers are volunteer Christian missionaries 
who have dedicated their lives in service for God and their fellowman. Each member of The Family Inter-

national whether fulltime or part-time, is motivated by the Biblical belief that sincere outgoing love and 
concern for our fellowman can provide the answers to the problems we face in our fast paced  

and complex society.  

 
 

A MISSIONARY WORK CAN 
NOT EXIST WITHOUT  

SUPPORT FROM CON-
CERNED PEOPLE WHO 
WANT TO HELP MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES 
OF OTHERS.  

 
WE ARE THANKFUL FOR 
ANY GIFT, BIG OR SMALL 

THAT WILL HELP FURTHER 
THIS WORK AND MAKE THE 
LIVES BETTER FOR MANY.  

GOD BLESS YOU! 
 

Contact us on the address or 
email below: 
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Marie Tangalin (right) with volunteer 
dentists Dr. Phoebe and Dr. Kate. 


